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in 1776; Andrew Jackson in 1815; William
Henry Harrison, in 1818; Zachary Taylor, three
times, in 1846, 1847, and 1848; and Ulysses
S. Grant, in 1863.

President Harry S. Truman was honored
posthumously in 1984.

Mrs. Ford will be the second First Lady to
be so honored; the first was Lady Bird John-
son in 1984.

Gerald Ford is, of course, best known for
his service as the 38th President of the United
States who attempted to move the Nation past
the scars left by the Watergate scandal.

He was the first person in history to have
been appointed Vice President of the United
States to fill a vacancy, pursuant to the 25th
amendment to the Constitution.

He was confirmed in that office by vote of
this House and of the Senate.

He was also the first person to have as-
sumed the Presidency, in 1974, without having
been elected to national office. As such, Ger-
ald Ford served the Nation for two years and
five months as President under very trying po-
litical circumstances.

But Gerald Ford is best known to this cham-
ber as a ‘‘Man of the House’’, who served
from 1949 to 1973 as a Representative from
Michigan and from 1965 to 1973 as minority
leader of the House.

While Representative Ford could be tough
and partisan, he represented a tradition of bi-
partisanship and friendship across the aisle
which served the House and the Nation well
for many years. His accession to the Presi-
dency was welcomed with joy by Members of
Congress from both parties.

In his retirement, the former President has
often spoken out against the divisiveness and
harsh partisanship which have enveloped our
political institutions in the decades after he left
office, and which have so damaged the na-
tional interest.

Betty Ford, a model of an outspoken and
courageous First Lady in the White House, is
perhaps best known since her retirement for
showing Americans who suffer from personal
despair that recovery is possible.

She established the Betty Ford Center, to
help those seeking to reestablish productive
lives after suffering from drug dependency.

She has been active in many philanthropic
causes.

Madam Speaker, the Fords were perhaps
the first modern ‘‘First Family’’ to jointly lead
both active public and private lives once out of
office, and they established a pattern for other
Presidents and spouses to follow in the future.

They set a worthy example of service to
America, and I am pleased to support our ac-
tion today in approving this ceremony to rec-
ognize their achievements.

Ms. STABENOW. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Con. Res. 196, which
will allow us to use the Rotunda to present a
fitting tribute to President and Mrs. Gerald
Ford—the Congressional Golf Medal. I would
like to thank Mr. EHLERS, who now represents
the Grand Rapids area, for his work on this
measure.

We are all aware of President Ford’s polit-
ical accomplishments: a 25 year career in the
House of Representatives, serving as vice-
president and then president. Throughout his
career he represented Michigan and this coun-
try with dignity and was a great example to
those that have followed in his footsteps in
this House. He will forever be associated with

the University of Michigan, and he always car-
ried this pedigree proudly. President Ford as-
cended to the highest office in the land during
one of the most turbulent periods in our polit-
ical history, and it is the grace that he and his
wife Betty comported themselves that is per-
haps their greatest legacy. President Ford re-
stored a sense of stability to the office that
was absolutely essential for both domestic and
foreign relations. Among her many accom-
plishments, Mrs. Ford’s dedication to helping
others fight the terrible effects of breast cancer
and substance abuse is well-known, and is il-
lustrative of the caring decency this family
came to represent.

Madam Speaker, Gerald Ford answered the
call when his country needed it most. His ex-
ample of professionalism in the worst of cir-
cumstances helped the United States through
one of its worst constitutional crises. I look for-
ward to seeing this wonderful couple receive
this well-deserved award, and I join my col-
leagues and the citizens of this country in
thanking them for their devoted service.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, I
have no other requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
THOMAS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 196.

The question was taken.
Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, on

that I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 196.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GIBBONS) at 5 p.m.

f

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2670, DEPARTMENTS OF
COMMERCE, JUSTICE, AND
STATE, THE JUDICIARY, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2000

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
motion to instruct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. COBURN moves that the managers on

the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2670
be instructed to agree, to the extent within
the scope of the conference, to provisions
that—

(1) reduce nonessential spending in pro-
grams within the Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and other
related agencies;

(2) reduce spending on international orga-
nizations, in particular, in order to honor
the commitment of the Congress to protect
Social Security; and

(3) do not increase overall spending to a
level that exceeds the higher of the House
bill or the Senate amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN)
will be recognized for 30 minutes and
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
SERRANO) will be recognized for 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN).

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

This motion to instruct is parliamen-
tary procedure only to reemphasize the
importance of the process that we pres-
ently find ourselves.

Today, unfortunately, President
Clinton vetoed the Foreign Operations
bill and with that veto he made the
statement that we did not have enough
money in the funding for the things
that he wanted in terms of foreign op-
erations. As we have struggled this
year to limit the spending in this Con-
gress so that we do not touch Social
Security money, part of the way we
have done that is to flat-line the
amount of money that is spent on the
Foreign Operations bill. In fact, it is
the only bill that we sent to the Presi-
dent that is somewhat less than the
spending from the year before. That
bill, as I recall, was $200 million less
than what we actually spent last year.

As we think about the options, spend-
ing money and the $1.7 trillion budget
that we have, I think it is important to
look at what the President said in his
own statement of administration pol-
icy which was issued August 4, 1999, in
terms of his desires for the Commerce,
Justice, State appropriations bill
which this motion to instruct is di-
rected at. On the second page of that,
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